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tho Glaser Oollection m tlie Hoyal Liibrary, Berime 

dafcod A. H. 1081. 
li. foL 53 [b] 1. 8 to foL 74 [b] U 28. of nr. 433 of the 

J^aridbergj Collection iri the samo library, about 

A. JI 1100. 
M. fol. 167, L 6 to foL 234 [b] 1, 13 of Oi% 3772* 

British Museum, dated A. H[, 1 llO. 
W, Or, 4021 , in the j^ainc library, is a copy of tho 

orii^iiiial work (^\^ j\\ ^^H) without the comraentary, 

dated A. LI, 853. 
P, fol. 3i> f b i 1. S to fol, 55 [b] 1. 5. ia the Public 
Ijibhrary, Vatiia , dated A* H- 105 5. 

Tho Second Part will comprise a traaslation of tho 
t-fext, with iutroduction and notes. 

I dcatrc hero to express my warmest thanka t> Pro- 
fessor ^V. W, Rhys Davids, who made it posBible for mo to 
eoUato MSS. G. and Lj. by procuring tho loan of them t<> 
thii Hoyil Asiatic Society from the Director of the Royal 
Library, B^rliu. 

T^or the priutin*^ of thin bt>ok, \ am indobtod to tho 
itboraHry of tho Oi^voi*anit»ut of fl. [i, the X^izani ot" 
Haidarubad, Dakhan, ami tho kiad ottices ot Nawab Imadii-d 
Davriau Ituadti-l Mulk Miwlawl Seiyyid Ifu^tiyu Bil^rami*- 



fbjefacb: 

The atttbor of the "wrork from whioli the following ex- 
tract ia takea was one of the» most learned of the Zftydi 
Imamsy by name Al Mahdi lidin A. Lmad b, Yuhya b. al 
Murtada. Borti in A. H. 764, l?e was proclaitaed Imatu 
A, H. 79?, but in the subsequent jjrear was de^osea and 
east into prisoa in Sau^a, w^here he reinaiaed in captivity 
tili A. H. 801, He died of the plag^ue la 840. 

lie was a Tol«ttninous writer, and atnontr the works 
that issued from his pen waei a full exposition of JSaydilaw,» 
entitled ^U-Ji^^^:^' S^ Ho claim-* for it that it will inipai*t to 
i\uy one who thorou^^ify masters its <?ontentf», all the kno^^'- 
bu;^o he rcquiru?* ti^l^ecouic a mujtahid. The hady of the* 
woi k ia preceded by a theological introduction in eleven 

hooks, thf* first of whicli in J^Hj J^JU wlx^ . The author 

afterwards hin>solf wrote an extent iv« conimentary to this 
ittK'duf unit ciititled 

h* ich set;tion oi' ihin coiuinentary beiirs a distinct tilif>, the 

Tt is fx^oTa this commentary, ( w^hieli is interwoven with 
iht* f^^ i .i?ial text in a inannei* fitniiliiir to tht> stuficnt of 
Aiabic iitei^ature), tlxat the fuHuwinj£^ pages have been ex- 
ttaet-ed. 

7'he fext, liow printed for the Hr.-t tinj*^, has been pre- 
piie^I from tlie conation of the foJlowtu;^ MSri.: 

H. foL 3M fh] L 10 to foL 53 L 13. of Or. 3937, British 

Muaemft, liondou, (writteu apparently in tlio iiSth. 

centu|;y.) 
Q. toL 82 fbl 1. /.-to ih\ lie fh] 1. 10 oFur. l©"8 o£ 
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